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DMAH and MAH 

The Key Player 

Designated Marketing Authorization Holder: DMAH or 
Marketing Authorization Holder: MAH/Distributor handle the 
application to the Japanese Pharmaceutical and Medical Device 
Agency, the PMDA.  

DMAH and MAH/Distriburor are the first customer in Japan. 
Having the right set up, either a DMAH or MAH in Japan is 
critical to the success of your application for approval of your 
Class 3 and 4 devices. 

The important difference is that the MAH/Distributor has 
much more power than a DMAH. The MAH could have more 
power than you. 

DMAH is the Way to Go 

DMAH gives you more flexibility with your distributors, and 
you also retain control of the marketing authorizations.

DMAH will be your first customer in Japan, and will be 
responsible for warehousing your products, handling 
distributors, and importantly paying any taxes imposed when 
the products are imported. 
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Why is this so important?  

DMAH Partner Search 
A unique, high-value service to find DMAH and/or distributors for your 
medical device in Japan. 

DMAH is the recommended and 
preferred route into Japan. 
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The size and scope of DMAH companies range from small 
family-run offices, through mid-size companies. Sometimes, a 
major global company acts as a DMAH.

DMAH companies typically charge a fee to undertake the 
approvals application, and then charge a percentage of sales.

Parkdale Group does the research and makes the contacts in 
Japan for you, so that you can choose the best DMAH partner. 
If necessary, we can manage negotiations and business 
development with the DMAH and distributors. 

We are Market Entry Experts, and we help you make the first 
steps.

Make sure you have a good experience in Japan. 

Japan should be a key market for health care technologies and 
medical devices. Surprisingly, some companies are having a 
difficult time. Avoid this by letting Parkdale Group help you 
find the right partner. 

Parkdale Group Services
Parkdale Group takes on fundable work for you in Japan. We 
are a highly networked organization with decades of experience 
in Japan. 
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The Window of Enlightenment.

http://www.parkdale-group.co.jp

